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under cover of piety, neglect all things external, and,
with all access shut off, so hide themselves in soli-
tude that neither the inviting of My Spirit, nor
charity, nor obedience, is able to draw them thence:
and who, if, at any time, necessity drives them out,
or disturbs them, are indignant, sullen and fretful.

For thyself, My Child, follow the divine Wiil.
love to be with Me in solitude, according to My
good pleasure: and, whenever it is My Will that
thou shouldst be with creatures, love to be with
them, for love of Me.

8. The wvoice of the Disciple—O sacred solitude!
how great and how numberless the blessings where-
with thou overflowest!

Didst thou understand all these things, my soul?
frequently, then, hasten away into solitude: thither
go thou as much as thou canst: thither do thou
often resort, away from all turmoil, were it only for
a little while—but more with the heart than with
the body.

There do thou breathe freely; there refresh thy-
self; there advance in grace; there, among the
Angels, entertain thyself with thy Beloved.

O Beloved of my heart, most sweet Jesus! give
me, I beseech Thee, and nourish in me, the love
of sacred solitude, wherein I may find Thee, wherein
I may enjoy Thee, wherein I may be happy with
Thee.

Thy conversation, unlike that of men, has no
bitterness; neither has Thy intercourse any irk-
someness: it is all spiritual joy, pure delight, di-
vine sweetness.



